Hunter Gibson CD release party
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  What: Hunter Gibson CD release party.

  When: 8 p.m. today and Friday.

  Where: Fitzgerald's, Hilton Jackson, 1001 E. County Line Road, Jackson.

  Admission: Free.

  Phone: (601)957-2800.
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HUNTER GIBSON

Top line: Jackson piano man Hunter Gibson celebrates 25 years of solo playing today and Friday with the release of the CD Love Songs Live at the Hilton Jackson's Fitzgerald's. The release of originals and covers of rock, pop and country ballads also includes a bonus CD, Jazz Brunch.

"It's just a piano and vocal unplugged kind of CD, released on the 25th anniversary of my very first solo performance," said Gibson, who grew up in Jackson and now lives in Madison.

First time: That first solo gig, at the Bird's Nest inside the Ramada Inn in Vicksburg, was a revelation for Gibson. Or at least, a kick in the reality pants. At a bar, the piano is often second fiddle to drinks and chat. And maybe more.

Gibson laughed at the recollection. "Well, I remember that I was pretty much playing for myself. There were people there, but they weren't really listening. They had some video game in the bar. It was kind of like being in a casino."

Then only 20, he hadn't been to those places much. He'd expected something more like a concert setting. "People would be sitting at tables, drinking their drinks, listening to me. I'd play a song, they'd applaud, I'd talk between songs ..." he said, describing the vision in his head.

Instead, "I was very much like background music, almost like a jukebox. ... It kind of brought me down to earth." But it didn't stop him. Or crush his sense of humor.

Tribute and a wink: An excerpt from that very first gig is on the CD, "complete with the Dig Dug video in the background," Gibson said.

Now, audiences at bars are probably split down the middle, as far as heavy on the listening or leaning more toward the drink and visit, Gibson said.

He began recording the self-produced CD with a mic that picked up background noise for effect. "I realized, with all the talking and clanking of drinks and glasses and dishes, the espresso machine at the bar ... distracted from the music. Forget about getting applause in there, I was switching to a microphone that focused on my voice and you don't hear a peep out of anything else."

The Love Songs Live CD is just Gibson and piano. On the bonus, he improvises with the Fitzgerald's piano's split keyboard, with built-in drum machine and upright bass sound.

"I"m playing all three parts, push a button, create a drum feel ... and do all that while I'm playing the bass with my left hand and piano with my right. ... It turned out to be upbeat blues with a jazzy twist."

- Sherry Lucas
